
A brief study of the Attributes of God

The Perfect and Incomprehensible God:
God's Sovereign Attributes active in His Creation

 There are certain things we can understand about God simply by realizing that
He is our Creator. He is sovereign over his creation, He is actively governing His

creation, He is directing all things for His glory, He is the lawgiver and judge,
the owner and ruler of all mankind, simply because He is God the Creator and man is man the created. 

Omniscience    
Daniel 2:22, Psalm 139. Hebrews 4:13 Ezekiel 11:5. Job 26:6. Psalm 147:5

That God is omniscient is not only taught in the Scriptures, it must be inferred also from all else that is
taught concerning Him. God perfectly knows Himself and, being the source and author of all things, it
follows that He knows all that can be known. And this He knows instantly and with a fullness of
perfection that includes every possible item of knowledge concerning everything that exists or could
have existed anywhere in the universe at any time in the past or that may exist in the centuries or ages
yet unborn.

God knows all of creation exhaustively Psa 139:1-6; Psa 147:4-5; Mat 10:30; Heb 4:13; 1 Chr
28:9b; John 2:24-25  God knows all the events of history, past, present, and future  Isa 42:9; Isa
46:9-10  God knows all things that might have been, as well as things that are Luke 10:13 When
God knows something, he accomplishes it Rom 8:29-30; Isa 55:8-11;  Prov 3:19-20 

“In the divine omniscience we see set forth against each other the terror and fascination of the
Godhead. That God knows each person through and through can be a cause of shaking fear to the man
that has something to hide - some unforsaken sin, some secret crime committed against man or God.
The unblessed soul may well tremble that God knows the flimsiness of every pretext and never accepts
the poor excuses given for sinful conduct, since He knows perfectly the real reason for it. .“Thou hast
set our iniquities before thee, our secret sins in the light of thy countenance..”  

“And to us who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope that is set before us in the gospel, how
unutterably sweet is the knowledge that our Heavenly Father knows us completely. No talebearer can
inform on us, no enemy can make an accusation stick; no forgotten skeleton can come tumbling out of
some hidden closet to abash us and expose our past; no unsuspected weakness in our characters can
come to light to turn God away from us, since He knew us utterly before we knew Him and called us to
Himself in the full knowledge of everything that was against us.”                                              Tozer

Wisdom of God  (Omnisapience)
Romans 11:33-36. Psalm 104:24. Daniel 2:20. 1Corinthians 1:18-26.  

Wisdom, among other things, is the ability to devise perfect ends and to achieve those ends by the most
perfect means. It sees the end from the beginning, so there can be no need to guess or conjecture.
Wisdom sees everything in focus, each in proper relation to all, and is thus able to work toward
predestined goals with flawless precision. 



The idea of God as infinitely wise is at the root of all truth. It is a datum of belief necessary to the
soundness of all other beliefs about God. Being what He is without regard to creatures, God is of
course unaffected by our opinions of Him, but our moral sanity requires that we attribute to the maker
and sustainer of the universe a wisdom entirely perfect. To refuse to do this is to betray the very thing
in us that distinguishes us from the beasts. In the Holy Scriptures wisdom, when used of God and good
men, always carries a strong moral connotation. It is conceived as being pure, loving, and good.

All God's acts are done in perfect wisdom, first for His own glory, and then for the highest good of the
greatest number for the longest time. And all His acts are as pure as they are wise, and as good as they
are wise and pure. Not only could His acts not be better done: a better way to do them could not be
imagined. 

Creation
The most basic attribute of God with respect to his creation is simply His creativity. The very existence
of man and the universe in which he dwells, as well as angels and the spirit-world they inhabit, is due
solely to the creativity of God. When we speak of a creature as creative, we mean that he is
knowledgeable in taking unrefined substances and shaping them into something beautiful. But with
God, we must add that His creativity is ex-nihilo: all of the beautifully formed works of His hands came
from nothing at all. By His very word, God both created the substance of the universe and shaped it
into the manifold and glorious creation we see in and around us. 

The big question in reference to nature is: Where did the universe come from? Something is there—an
immense, intricate and orderly something. . . The alternative is between the view that posits an eternity
of matter and the view which sees everything as having come into existence through the will of an
eternal, personal and moral God. The first is the dominant philosophy of current Western Civilization.
But it can't answer where the form and organization came from. Christianity maintains the universe
exists with form and personality because it was brought into being by a personal and orderly God.
Consequently, the universe quite naturally bears these marks.                                        (James Boice)

"What we see in nature is simply the paths God's power and wisdom take through creation. Properly
these are phenomena, not laws, but we call them laws by analogy with the arbitrary laws of society.
Science observes how the power of God operates, discovers a regular pattern somewhere and fixes it
as a law. The uniformity of God's activities in His creation enables the scientist to predict the course of
natural phenomena. The trustworthiness of God's behavior in His world is the foundation of all
scientific truth."                                                                                                                            Tozer  

What can we learn about God from delighting in and observing His creation? 
Its intricate order, diversity, and beauty? 



The Sovereignty of God:    God's Rule and His Divine Decrees
God's sovereignty is the attribute by which He rules His entire creation, and to be

sovereign God must be all-knowing, all-powerful, and absolutely free. 
1 Chronicles 29:11-12, Ephesians 1:11. Psalm 115:3; 1 Samuel 2:6-8; Isaiah 45:7; Proverbs 16:4

God is sovereign over the natural world Psalm 135:6; Genesis 8:22; Mark 4:39  
God is sovereign over angels and demons Psalm 103:20; 1Kings 22:19-23; 1Samuel 16:14 
God is sovereign over men Proverbs 21:1; Daniel 4:17; Acts 4:27-28; Acts 13:48; 2 Timothy
2:25; Romans 9:14-18

Omnipotence “El Shaddai” “Almighty”
Romans 1:19,20. Ephesians 1:18ff. 3:20, 21. Isaiah 40. Job 38ff

Sovereignty and omnipotence must go together. One cannot exist without the other. To reign, God must
have power, and to reign sovereignly, He must have all power. And that is what omnipotent means,
having all power. The word derives from the Latin and is identical in meaning with the more familiar
“almighty” which we have from the AngloSaxon. This latter word occurs fifty-six times in our English
Bible and is never used of anyone but God. He alone is almighty.

“There is no attribute more comforting to His children than that of God's Sovereignty. Under the
most adverse circumstances, in the most severe trials, they believe that Sovereignty has ordained
their afflictions, that Sovereignty overrules them, and that Sovereignty will sanctify them all. There is
nothing for which the children ought more earnestly to contend than the doctrine of their Master
over all creation ” the Kingship of God over all the works of His own hands ” the Throne of God
and His right to sit upon that Throne. 

“On the other hand, there is no doctrine more hated by worldings, no truth of which they have made
such a football, as the great, stupendous, but yet most certain doctrine of the Sovereignty of the
infinite Jehovah. Men will allow God to be everywhere except on His throne. They will allow Him to
be in His workshop to fashion worlds and make stars. They will allow Him to be in his almonry to
dispense His alms and bestow His bounties. They will allow Him to sustain the earth and bear up the
pillars thereof, or light the lamps of heaven, or rule the waves of the ever-moving ocean; but when
God ascends His throne, His creatures then gnash their teeth. And we proclaim an enthroned God,
and His right to do as He wills with His own, to dispose of His creatures as He thinks well, without
consulting them in the matter; then it is that men turn a deaf ear to us, for God on His throne is not
the God they love. But it is God upon the throne that we love to preach. It is God upon His throne
whom we trust.”                                                                                                Charles H. Spurgeon 

The providence of God is purposeful. The flow of human events is going somewhere as opposed to
being merely static or without meaning. In the larger picture, history flows on to the glorification of
God in all his attributes, primarily in the person of His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ. 

The sovereignty of God is a fact well established in the Scriptures and declared aloud by the logic of
truth. But admittedly it raises certain problems which have not to this time been satisfactorily solved:
The first is the presence in the creation of those things which God cannot approve, such as evil, pain,
and death. Another real problem created by the doctrine of the divine sovereignty has to do with the
will of man. If God rules His universe by His sovereign decrees, how is it possible for man to exercise
free choice? 


